IX
MIDWINTER MUTINY

SIAN welcomed the Generalissimo in the approved
New Life manner. The streets were swept, and all
the rickshaw-men were given new blue-and-white
jackets, with a name and a number. Across the North
Gate by the railway station, in immense characters,
ran the legend: "SUPPORT CHIANG KAI-SHEK, THE
REVOLUTIONARY LEADER!" Ironically enough, this
inscription remained through the two months that
followed, and was furbished up again to welcome the
Nanking troops when they finally reoccupied the
"rebel" city.
The road to Lintung, where Chiang was to stay,
was smoothed for his car by the labour of hundreds
of coolies. Inside the old courtyards of Huaching-
kung, two days of feverish activity had freshened the
woodwork with a new coat of paint, and wired the
buildings for electric light and telephone. Easy chairs
were fetched from the city, and a more luxurious
suite than Yang Kuei Fei had ever known was pre-
pared in her pavilion for the Generalissimo.
Chiang had brought with him his personal body-
guard of forty-five picked men. In addition to these,
another fifty troops, carefully chosen from a Loyang
regiment, took up their quarters at Huachingshih,
Guests who had been staying in the hostel, peasant
families who lived in the outbuildings, were bundled
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